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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE COUNCIL 

2149. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Science 

In regard to the Western Australian Science Council, can the Minister advise - 

(1) Are there terms of reference for the Science Council? 

(a) If yes, what are the terms of reference; and 

(b) if not, are there any plans to introduce one? 

(2) Does the Council have any Members? 

(a) If yes, who are they; and 

(b) if not, are there any plans to appoint some and what is the timetable for their appointment? 

(3) Is there a budget for the Council? 

(a) If yes, what is it; 

(b) if not, how is the Council funded; and 

(c) are there any plans to develop one? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1) The Western Australian Science Council has been replaced by the Premier's Science and Innovation 
Council - the following answers relate to that new Council. 

(a) The Council will:  

(i) Oversee the pursuit of the four key across-government objectives of the Innovate WA 
strategy. These objectives are:  

- to raise awareness of innovation as a driver of economic and technological change;  

- to strengthen and improve the education and research capacity of the State;  

- to maximise the commercialisation of ideas by building links between industry and 
research; and  

- generate more jobs and expand the export potential of the State.  

(ii) Coordinate Western Australia's lobbying efforts in relation to national research issues.  

(iii) Strengthen collaborative links between researchers and industry.  

(iv) Build strategic alliances with other States and countries to access technologies and 
capture a greater share of international science and technology markets.  

(v) Provide leadership for science and innovation initiatives as including those new 
initiatives recommended by the Premier's Science and Innovation Council. 

(vi) Assist the overall sustainability goals of the State by facilitating innovation in the 
simultaneous achievement of environmental and economic improvement and quality 
of life for all as part of the new economy.  

(b) Not applicable. 

(2) Yes. 

(a) Professor Lyn Beazley (Chair) 
Professor Ian Constable (Deputy Chair) 
Professor Alan Robson 
Dr Debbie Cousins 
Dr Pam Garnett 
Professor Beverley Ronalds 
Professor Peter Newman 
Professor Richard Pashley 
Mr Mark Woffenden 
Dr Roy Green 
Professor Julian Gale 
Dr Bernard Bowen 
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(b) Not applicable. 

(3) Yes. 

(a) $261,000. Where appropriate further funding will be allocated from the $72 million science 
initiatives funding. 

(b)-(c) Not applicable. 
 


